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About 300years ago, suffering from severe taxation by a local
warlord, 8 village leaders around present Matsuida area decided
to appeal

Shogunate in Edo (central government) for relocation of
villagers. As a result, the appeal was heard to lessen the taxes
and villages were saved.

However, because it was illegal to make direct appeal to central
government at the time, these men were exiled and never
returned to their villages. To show the appreciation for these
men's action, villagers decided to build the shrine and

purchased puppets for dedication.
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Until the end of Edo period, the performance group originated
in Yashiro area of Matsuida, had performed for about 120years.
After several interruptions throughout its history, in1974, the
group of puppeteers had gathered to revive the performances
and established Shirowaka-za.

Ever since, the group, consisting about 25 puppeteers has been

performing mainly in Matsuida and Annaka area.

In1998, the performances along with the puppets were

recognized as Annaka-shi's Intangible Cultural Property.
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